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Abstract

Far too many Americans are illiterate in power — what it is, how it operates, why
some individuals have more than others. As a result, those few who do understand
power wield it disproportionately. How can you learn to activate your civic power
to see problems through fresh eyes and bypass broken institutions, stale ideologies,
and divisive politics? Eric Liu answered this question in his recent book You 're
More Powerful Than You Think: A Citizen’s Guide to Making Change Happen. In
this talk about power and civic purpose, Eric Liu expound the values, knowledge
and skills of effective citizenship, and rejuvenated the meaning of being an active

American.
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CivEd Talks are dynamic, short, and quick-paced presentations by members of the civic
learning and democratic engagement community intended to inspire and challenge our
collective imagination and thinking. These stories reflect the individual's genuine
experience with and relevant knowledge of their selected topic.
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Eric Liu is an author, educator, and civic entrepreneur. He is the
founder and CEO of Citizen University, which promotes and
teaches the art of powerful citizenship through a portfolio of
national programs (citizenuniversity.us), and the executive
director of the Aspen Institute Citizenship and American Identity
Program. His books include the national bestsellers The Gardens
of Democracy, and The True Patriot, co-authored with Nick
Hanauer. Eric’s most recent book is You re More Powerful Than
You Think: A Citizen’s Guide to Making Change Happen (March
2017) and a free copy will be provided to CLDE17 participants who register before
June 1. In 2002 Liu was named one of the World Economic Forum’s Global
Leaders of Tomorrow, and in 2010 he was awarded the Bill Grace Leadership
Legacy Award by the Center for Ethical Leadership.

eJournal of Public Affairs 7(1)


http://citizenuniversity.us/

