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Darrell Hamlin, associate professor of criminal justice at Fort Hays State 

University, explores the relationship between police and demonstrators to raise 

deeper questions about democratic life in an atmosphere of provocative change in 

the United States and around the globe. Hamlin considers several trends: growing 

political unrest; governments that are more confrontational with interest groups and 

political factions; and increasingly aggressive and militarized policing tactics 

deployed to handle agitated crowds. Trained in democratic theory and civic 

engagement, but serving criminal justice students in the university classroom, 

Hamlin brings both sides of the story—the crowds and the cops—into this TEDx 

Talk delivered in April of 2015. In this challenging civic moment, democracy faces 

two choices, Hamlin suggests: “We can invest in technology to disperse crowds, or 

we can invest in something that speaks to whatever is causing the crowds to gather.” 

Video Link: 

 

https://youtu.be/LDtGdKVFo38 

https://youtu.be/LDtGdKVFo38
https://youtu.be/LDtGdKVFo38
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